
5. Muhammad Marliansyah

I was awarded the OCS in 2008 and I graduated from Forestry Department, Faculty of 

Mathematics and Nature Science, North Sumatra University (USU) and. The OCS has 

obviously  helped  my  parents  to  support  my  education  and  more  importantly  had 

enabled  me  to  conduct  a  research  on  analysis  of  sumatran  orangutan  food  tree 

distribution  using  GIS.  The  OCS has  also  enabled  me  to  get  involved  in  the  OIC 

activities and thus gave me an opportunity to develop my knowledge and capacity in 

conservation works. I am now working as a teaching assistant in Forestry Department 

and I plan to continue my postgradate study this year. 

6.  Nurzaidah Putri Dalimunthe 

I was awarded the OCS in 2008 and I was very pleased 

to  know  that  the  OCS  allowed  me  to  become  a 

volunteer in OIC, a local conservation NGO dedicated 

to conservation of sumatran orangutan. By the time I 

was awarded the OCS, I knew that I would learn  more 

about the orangutans and how I could help protect this 

important species. I graduated in 2010 after completing 

my  field  research  on  density  of  sumatran  orangutan 

population in Bukit Lawang, Gunung Leuser National 

Park.  I  defended  my  research  result  in  a  final 

examination  and  I  was  very  proud  that  I  could  pass  with  distinction  and  this  was 

because I have read lots of research results related to the estimates of orangutan density 

by counting orangutan nest in transects. I hope my research can be widely published so 

many people will learn more about orangutans. I am now awaiting job interview for the 

position of a biologist for a conservation NGO based in Medan.  

7. Sidahin Bangun

I received the orangutan caring scholarship in 2008 when I was a student in Biology 

Department, Faculty of Mathematics and Nature Science, North Sumatra University. I 

have just completed my study in January 2011 and completed a field research on social 

behaviour and interaction of mother and infant of Sumatran orangutan in Bukit Lawang, 

Gunung Leuser  National  Park.  The OCS enabled  me to  get  involved  in  the  life  of 



sumatran orangutans in Bukit Lawang and I become more 

aware how this animal become more critically endangered 

due  to  tourism  activities  and  mainly  habitat  loss.  I  was 

amazed so much about how the mother of orangutan teach 

her offspring to survive in the wild for at least 4-6 years and 

I  think  orangutan  is  the  best  mother  model  amongst  all 

living creatures on this planet. Through my research, I also 

become very concerned about the behaviour of tourists who 

did  not  respect  the  orangutans  by  feeding  and  touching 

orangutans for their joy. Tourists should be aware that their 

behaviour  can  impact  on  the  life  of  orangutans  and thus 

they should follow the guidelines when they view orangutans. During my research, I 

witnessed some foreign tourists  touch and fed orangutans and I  believed this  illegal 

practice had led more semi wild orangutans in Bukit Lawang become more agressive. 

Thus I hope my research would be useful for better management of orangutan viewing 

centre in Gunung Leuser National Park. I have recommended in my research that the 

GLNP authorities must be proactive to monitor the presence of tourists and guides and 

thus enforce the law for those who put  the sustainability of orangutan population and 

their habitat rainforest at risks.  Now I have finished my study and I dream that I have 

the  opportunity  to  work  with  OIC  in  order  to  enable  me  to  dedicate  my  life  for 

orangutans. 

8. Fifi Wilyanti

I received  the  Oangutan  Caring  Scholarship  in  2008 

when  I  was  in  the  fourth  semester  in  Biology 

Department, Faculty of Mathematics and Nature Science, 

North  Sumatra  University.  The  OCS  had  given  me  a 

valuable opportunity to experience a research project on 

the behaviour of Sumatran orangutan infant as a result of 

ecotourism activities  in Bukit  Lawang, Gunung Leuser 

National  Park.  I  learnt  much  during  my  research 

especially  when  I  had  to  follow an  orangutan  and  its 

infant for  many hours in the forests. I struggled to cope with all the challenges while 

collecting my research data but it was a really rewarding time as I found myself more 


